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Statement of Intent
At St Joseph’s we want children to learn in a supportive, caring and safe environment without fear of being bullied.  Bullying is anti-social behaviour and will not be tolerated.  

Broad Guidelines:

Bullying is deliberate hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time.  The three main types of bullying are:

1) Physical (hitting, kicking, theft)

2) Verbal   (name calling, racist remarks)

3) Indirect  (spreading rumours, excluding someone from social groups)
4) Cyber Bullying- Text, Social Networking, Internet

5) Homophobic Bullying
Pupils who are being bullied may show changes in behaviour, such as becoming shy and nervous, feigning illness, taking unusual absences or clinging to adults.  There may be evidence of changes in work patterns, lacking concentration or truanting from school.  Pupils must be encouraged to report bullying in school.  

School staff must be alert to signs of bullying and act promptly and firmly against it in accordance with the school policy.  

Definition of bullying:

Key Stage 2 children:

It IS bullying when people have the intent to:
· Deliberately physically hurt others time after time, especially when people are unable to defend themselves

· Tease others especially when the person getting teased begins to feel unhappy about it.  (this may also include laughing, smirking etc)

· Call people names, especially when the names are about how people look and behave, e.g. religion, race, colour, appearance, culture, gender, ethnic origin, sexuality or any form of disability

· Threaten that they will hurt others 

· Try to take other peoples’ possessions or money by force

· Demand that others give them money or possessions

· Force others to do things they know they should not do

· Spoil, damage, take or throw away other peoples belongings 

· Leave people out of play, groups or other social activities deliberately and frequently

· Exaggerate tales or spread rumours particularly when meaning harm to the person

· Act maliciously towards others, openly or otherwise

· Make offensive remarks, or gestures
· Repeatedly text/e-mail social networking hurtful comments, verbal abuse or threatening violence

It is NOT bullying when people:
· Hurt others accidentally

· Call people by a name they are happy with

· Borrow or use other people’s things and forget to return them

Key Stage 1 Children

It IS bullying when people:
· Hurt others on purpose (hitting, kicking)

· Threaten to hurt other people
· Tease others unkindly

· Call people names

· Take other peoples’ things, spoil or throw them away

· Say unkind things about others

· Stop others from joining in their work, play or group activities

It is NOT bullying when people:
· Hurt others by accident
· Don’t know other people want to join in 
· Won’t let other people have their own way
· Ask others to wait their turn
· Want others to play by the rules
· Borrow or use other people’s things without asking, 
Procedures

The following steps may be taken when dealing with incidents:-

1) If bullying is suspected or reported, the incident will be dealt with as soon as possible by the member of staff who has been approached.   Staff will use their professional judgement to interpret the situation

2) When appropriate a clear account of the incident will be reported and given to either the Headteacher or Assistant Head
3) The Headteacher or Assistant Head will interview all concerned and will record the incident

4) Class teacher will be kept informed 

5) Parents will be kept informed as necessary 

Pupils who have been bullied will be supported by:-

1) Offering an opportunity to discuss the experience  with a class teacher or member of staff of their choice

2) Reassuring the pupil

3) Offering continuous support 

4) Restoring self esteem and confidence

Pupils who have bullied will be helped by:-

1) Discussing what happened 

2) Discovering why the pupil became involved

3) Establishing the wrong doing and need to change

4) Informing parents or carers to help change the attitude of the pupil

5) Sanctions from the Behaviour Policy will come into force

Review

This policy will be enforced in a positive manner and reviewed annually
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